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1. We have no knowledge of the enclosure to 
Mr. Easterman's letter. iI suggest that he 
should be asked for the source of his information. 
2. Nor have we any evidence that measures of 
this kind have been taken or are conteaplated 
in any arab State. The only exceptional 
restrictions which have been imposed by Arab 
Governments on Jews since the General Assembly 
voted for partition are the following: 
(a) In Syria, Jews must obtain a circulation 
pergit in order to cross the Lebanese frontier 
There are no festrictions on their movement 
within Syria or between Syria and other 
countries. 
(b) In Lebanon, Jews wishing to leave the 
country must obtain a permit from the Sureté. 
There is no truth in the rumour that a 
curfew has been imposed upon the Jewish 
population in either Lebanon or Syria. ' 
(c) Also in Lebanon, the Jewish students 
at the American University have been ordered 
° 7°? / to 


Minutes, 


to leave. This measure has not been applie 
at the French University in Beirut, and 
appears to have been taken on the initiativ 
of the University Authorities. 
3. Physical violence against Jews has occurred 
in Aden, but not I think in any independent Arab 
State, though there was some destruction of dewi 
property in Aleppo immediately after the vote 
in the General Assembly. 
ye We have urged on the Arab Governments the 
great importance of protecting their Jewish 
citizens and residents at this time. we will 
continue to use our influence in this way, but 
faze task is not made easier by the acts of 
‘Malieeodindente murder for which not only the 
Irgun Zvai Leumi but also the Haganah have 


recently been responsible in Palestine. 
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H. BSELEY, 
26th January, .1948. 
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g WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS. CONGRESS HOUSE, 
a EUROPEAN DIVISION 55, NEW CAVENDISH STREET, 
LONDON , W.1: 
TELEPHONE: WELBECK 0335/8. 
ALE/SRN 22nd January, 1948 


The Rt. Hon. Hector McNeil, M.P. 

Minister of State, : 

The Foreign Office, a ee ee ee 
Downing Street, ' E fy i | ; 3 
S.W.l. | = i 


hy Hews Mestre, 13_FEB_ 1943 


One of the metters which I hope to discuss 
with you on Yonday is the serious position of the Jews 
in the Moslem countries in view, not only of physical 
attacks which have already been made on them and which 
we fear may be repeated, but also because of discrimination 
against them by legislation and similar methedswnt.e.-v 


In anticipation of our discussion, I enclose 
a copy of the text of a Draft Law designed to deprive 
Jews of their legal rights as citizens of the Moslem 
countries and virtually outlewing them. 


This Draft Law has, we are informed, been 
drawn up and submitted to the Moslem countries by the 
Arab League. There can be no doubt at all that 
legisletion of this kind is a flagrant defiance and 
violation of the United Nations Charter. 


The World Jewish Congress has therefore submitted 
to the United Nations Economic and Social Council a 
recuest that an official investigation be made into the 
position of the Jewish population in the Moslem countries 
in view of the grave threats against their rights. 


[Pe Bin 
Ak Sebo 
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A.L. Easterman, 
Political Secretary. 


4. 


5. 


6. 


Te 


Text of Law drafted by Political Committee of Arab League. 


Beginning with (date), all Jewish citizens of (name of country) 
will be considered as members of the Jewish minority State of 
Palestine and will have to register with the authorities of the 
regain wherein they reside, giving their names, the exact 
number of members in their families, their addresses, the names 
of their banks and the amounts of their deposits in these banks. 
This formality is to be accomplished within seven days. 


Beginning with (date), bank accounts of Jews will be frozen. 
These funds will be utilized in part or in full to finance the 
movement of resistance to Zionist ambitions in Palestine. 


Beginning with (date), only Jews who are subjects of foreign 
countries will be considered as "neutrals". These will be 
compelled either to return to their countries, with a minimum 
of delay, or be considered as Arabs and obliged toaccept 
active service with the Arab army. 


Jews who accept active service in Arab armies or place them- 
Selves at the disposal of those armies, will be considered as 
Arabs". 


Every Jew whose activities reveal that he is an active 
Zionist will be considered as a political prisoner and will 
be interned in places specifically designated for that 
purpose by police authorities or by the Government. His 
financial resources, instead of being frozen, will be 
confiscated. 


Any Jew who will be able to prove that his activities are 
anti-Zionist will be free to act as he likes, provided that 
he declares his readiness to join the Arab armies. 


The foregoing (para. 6) does not mean that those Jews will 
not be submitted to paragraphs 1 and 2 of this law. 





Factim Deh, 


@ word JEWISH CONGRESS. CONGRESS HOUSE, 
o EUROPEAN DIVISION 55, NEW CAVENDISH STREET, 
2 SEO IT in LONDON, W.1. 
, es > TELEPHONE: WELBECK 0335/8. 
ALE/SS (( / 28th January, 1948. 


oo 


The Rt. Hon, Hector McNeil, M.P., é : 
Minister of State, : Zit i jl > 
The Foreign Office, 2. i 
Downing Street, S.W.1. canner 


Ry ee Yee to 


Many thanks for asking me to see you again, 
I shall be happy to be with you on Friday at 4.50 p.m. 


I told you that the Executive of the World 
Jewish Congress had submitted to the Economic and 
Social Council a request for a United Nations investi- 
gation into the discriminatory measures against and 
attacks upon Jews in a number of Moslem countries. 

I enclose a copy of the Memorandum submitted, 


Bib Seer foo 


A. L. Easterman, 
Political Secretary. 


World Jewish Congress, 


1834 Broadway 
* New York, 23. 
4 Jamary 19tk, 1948 


Hon. Jan Papenel, 

Acting President of the 

Bconomic and Social Council of the United Nations, 
Lake Success, New York. 


Dear Sir, 


We have the honor to submit to you in you 
capacity as Acting President of the Economic and Social Council, 
the enclosed Memorandum dealing with the situation of the Jewish 
populations in Arab countries for the immediate and urgent 
consideration of that body. 


The World Jewish Congress is a federal body which 
comprises Jewish commnities and organisations in sixty-one 
countries, and has been accorded consultative status as an 
international non-governmental organisation by the Economic and 
Social Counc{l under the provisions of Article 71 of the Charter 
of the United Netions. 


In asking yw to be good enough to commmnicate 
this statement to the Economic and Socfal Council, we desire 
to add that we shall hold ourselves ready to provide you and 
the Committee with any further inform:tion or explanation you 
may re-uire. We are confident that in view of the emergency 
therein described, the Couneil will act without deley upon the 
recommemiations submitted in the attached Memorandum. 


We have the honor to be, 
Respectfully yours, 
Signed. A. Leon Kubowitski Robert S. Marcus, 


Secretary General. Act Director of the 
Politioal Department. 


I. 


l. The leng precerious position of the Jews in 
woslem countries has now become critical in conee- 
quence of the even defiance by the /rab Stetes of 

the United Nations decision to partition Pelestine. 
As & result of strict censorship en? inadequete 
news coverage, the outside world is not fully 
informed of the ectuel situation in those countries. 
However, even the incomplete news reaching us clearly 
indicates tnat cil Jews residing in the Near end 
Middle kest face extreme ond imminent denger. 


z. The following fects communicated to us by our 

 goutects ere highly significant: oo 

“g) The Political Committee of the Arab League 
hes drafted a law which is to govern the 
legel status of Jewish residents in all 
Arab League countries. ‘This lew, text of 
which is herewith attached (Zxbibit A), hes 
elreedy been epproved by Icypt, Saudi drabie 
end Ireo, and provides, i, a, thet, beginning 
with e srecified date, ell Jews - with the 
exception of citizens of non-{rab countries - 
are te be coneidered members of the Jewish 


‘minority Stete of Talestine', end their bank 


b) 


accounte frozen end used to finence resistence 
to "Zionist ambitions in "alestine.' Jews 
believe’ to be active Zionists will be interned 
ef political prisoners and their assets confis- 
cated. Only Jews who accept active service in 
éreb ermiet or place themeelvee at the disposel 
of these ermies will be considered ‘Arabe.! 

it is evident thet if this draft becomes law, 
Jewisa inhebitents in the countries cf the srab 
Leegue «ill not coly become pariahs, but hostages 
et well with wnom the otete wili deal as it 
plestes. 

she present situetion in oyrie is proof of the 
fact that tue aforementioned drait-law is receiving 
serious attention. ihe Jews of thet lem ere 
jorsed to contribute heevily to the tight ageinet 
the pertition of Peiestine end Jewish commpities 
are obliged to coliect funds for trenefer to the 
Areb Committee which is recruiting Arabe for this 
struggle. Movement of Jewe is restricted through 
discriminatory police reguletions. « 
Anti-Semitie prenezanda is rampant in the prese, 


over the radio and in the moequee. 





Freedom of movement for Jews is aleo restricted in 

Lebenon. Jewish students have becn expelle 

the University, Palestinian Jews have nh forced to lezve 

po country entry visae ere refused to eil foreich 
evs. 


emer 


“th ~~ 
f feprateA Yrs aod Lee 
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see t, gereve anti-Jewish incidents 
Tedsntly tock place in Aleppo, where ten syne- 7 
gogues, five Jewieh schovls, one handred and 
fifty houses, fifty Jewish shops, and other wih 
property were burnt down, sllegedly with ihe eid 

oi the police. ihe mamber of victimes is not known 
es it wes not included in tue official report. 
Daring the violence irreplaceble culturel treasures 
were destroyed. 

6) According to iniormetion received from bombay, 
sdoslems inveded Jewish homes in Peshawar (Pukieten), 
Geusing e namber of casualties. The situation became 
e0 grave that the Jewish community urgently recuested 
that it be entirely evacuated. 

a) Jews in Iran, especielly in the towne of Meehed- 
Izget and Iepahan, ere revorted to nave been eubjected 
to violence. Seyd sAbolghassem Kashani, e Moslem 
leader imprisoned during the war for Nezi sympathies, 
nee called fora ‘holy wer' egainet the Jews. 


e) Ip recent disturbences tne homes of Jews in the 


Bahrein Islend (Persian Gulf) were destroyed and the 


synagogue burnt; tnere were forty-one Jewish 
Casualties. 

ft) The gravest anti-Jewish disorders se fer reported 
aeve occurred ia tue British Crown Colony of sen. 
Daring pogroms which took piace there lest December 
& - 4, seventy-six Jews ere known to have been 


ea J 


* 
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ae 
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4) 


killed and seventy-eight wounded, while e number of 
them sare mit:iug. OGue-taoird of ell Jewish houses in the 
Creter were burnt down, and almost all Jewish shops 
looted eud/or burnt. sour synagogues end the only 

two Jewish scaoole were put to the torch, 


li. 
1. ihe eituction of Jews in jreb eni other Moslem 
countries, es described above, calis for action by the 
Acouomic exc Social Council for the iolloring reasons: 
e) The eitaation referred to is « cleer-cut case of 
the persecution of and discriminetion egainst a 
reciel end religious group end ie contrary to 
the principles lsid ?own in srt 1({3) 13(1b) end 
55(c) of the Cherter. It ie,furthermore, a vio- 
lation of the :ollovine resolution unanimovsly 


eiopted by the General Assembly on November 14, 


1346: 
“{ne Generel Assembly declares thet it is in the 
higher interests of ty to put en immedicte 


to religious :nd se-celled reciel persecution 
end discrimiustion, and ceile on tae governments 
enc respoasible euthorities to couform both to the 
letter cud to tae spirit oi the Caerter oi tas 
United Nations, and to take the most prompt end 
evergetic steps to tuet end.” 
Tais resolution, waose edcoption wat strongly 
arged by sgypt ond unequivically supperted by ell 
the members of the United Nations under whose 


jarisdiction the acts described above are now being 
perpetr 


5) 
perpetrate’, obligetes theee Stetes to refrain 
from ani, in fect, to take necessery meeturee 
eguinst the discrimination and persecation of 
religious end reciel groups. fPurthermore, thie 
oblig:tion is of en international cherecter, 
since it is based on the United Nations Charter 
end a decision of en international orgen of the 
vpited Nations. 

lt is wortawhile to cite in this counection 
the speech made by Mr. Badawi bey, the represen- 
tative from kgypt, before tue adoption of the 
resolution, in which oe seid, in pert, thet 
the principle of non-<discriminstion coustitutes 
‘oue of the masterpieces of our Cherter, ome of 
the victories of good over evil, one of the grest- 
est echievements cf cur civilisetion;' thet those 
who spoke in fevor oi this resolution were determined 
to ‘fight every kind of discrimination, whetever 
its form end weerever it might be found', and that 
‘there ie every likelihood that it (the idea) ie 
the expression of e sublime ni immutable troth.* 
It woule be difficult indééd to conceive of a more 
eloquent definition oi the ides of equality end 
the concept of nom-discriminetion than that con- 
tained in the statement of Mr. bedewi Bey. it 
Would be equally diificult to imsgine toast this 


6) 


‘sublime anc immoteble truth’ end thie 
‘masterpiece ot our Cherter' could be violated 

by & member ctete without treusgrecsing, at the 
Sauce time, an internctionel obligetion owed to the 
United hations. 

b) by i1t& uscedimous reeclutions oi Secember il, 
1946 and liovember <1, 1¥47 the Generel Assembly 
declired genocide, jse, the totel or pertiel 
destruction of reciel, religious ani otaer groups, 
te be en internetional crime enteiliog joter- 
bebious) responsibility on the pert of states 
and individuele. x» ‘hese resclutions were 


adopted with the ananimoue epprovel of all the 





/ prohibition against recial ent religious persecn- 
tion wet also incloted in the Dreft Internztion Cove- 
nent on Human Sights, storted during the recent secsion 
of the Commission on Human “iehts held in Geneve from 
‘ecerber 2-17, 1947, In this so:nection the following 
peragrephe sre rvertinxent: 


“Every person shell be entitled to the rimhts oni 
freedome set forth in thie apm 9 without distinction 
as to race, (which inclades colour), sex, language, 
relizion, iticel or other opinion, property status, 
or netionei or sociel ori gia. avery or regerdleis 
oi office or etctue, shell be entitied to equal pro- 
tection under the lew —— any emery discrimine- 
tion in violation o1 this Lovensut."(irt. <0) 


"apy advocecy of netionel, reciel or religious hoetility 
thet titutes an incitement to violguce Shelli be 
pronibited by the law ot tae cte e.* fart. ai) 

“Nothing in thie Covenant shall be considered to give 


reson or State the right to engage in amy activity «a 
at the destruction ot eas oi the rights ond freodens 


prescribed herein." (art. 22) 


7) 


members oi tue United Nations withhn whose juris- 
diction the acts described above cre now being 
perpetrated. 
S. The eforemeutioned provisions of the Charter 
and the unenimous resclution of the General Assembly 
create & legel end morel internetionel res onsibility 
on toe part of member stetes for ects such es those 
described above. The Bconomic and Socicel Council, 
having jurisdiction in covicl «nd related matters, 
is competent to desl with this situction and to use 
éll the rowers conferred apon it under ‘rt. 62 of the 
Charter. 

Ae resnoctfully submit, therefore, thet beceuse 
oi the extreme ureency of this matter the Zconomic om 
cociel Council plice it on the aefende of its forth- 
Comin» session; iurthersore, it should imme ietely 
uodefteke « ctudy oi the tituation in all the terri- 
tories i.volved in order to bebe appropriate recommen- 
dations to the respective ciete: for tae prevention of 
discriniuetion ageiust «ad possible destruction of the 


Jewish communities living in those lends. 


wa Toe Dreft Convention prepered by the Secretary Generel 
of the United Nations, in pursuence of the resolation of 
the Zconouic and Sociel Council], deted Merch 28, 1947, 
decleres even preparatory acts, such ot the issuance 

of instrectious or the distribution of tasks with e view 
to committine genocide as also constituting the crime of 
genocide. 


3890 1/19/48 
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4. 


5. 


6. 


. thea by Palition) Camel thes ef speh J 


Beginning with (dete), ail Jewish citizens of (neme of 
count Spill be considered es members of the Jewieh 
ninority State of Peleetine end will have to register 
with the .uthorities of the region wherein they reside, 
iving their names, the exsct number of members in their 
Families, their edcresses, the nemes of their benke end 
the emounts of their deposits in these benks. This 
formality is to be accomplished within seven days. 


Beginning with date), bank accounts of Jews<will be 
frozen. These iunds will be utilized in rert or in 
full to finance the movement of resistence to “ionisrt 
ambitions in elestine. 


Beginning mish (date) only Jews who are subjects of 
foreign countries wi I be Considered as 'neutrals.! 
{nese will be compelled either to return to their 
countries, with a minimum of delay, or be cousidered as 
= wend obliged to accept active service wth the 

& Army . 


Jews who eccept ective service in Areb ermies or ~~ 
themselves at the ci sposel of those armies, will 
sconcidered as ‘Arabs. 


very Jew woose activities reveal tuet he is an 
active sionist will be considered as e political 
risoner end will be interned in pee epvcificelly 
efigneted ior thet purpose by police euthorities or 
by the Goverument. dis linemcial resources, instead 
et being frozen, wiil be confiscated. 


/ny Jew who will be eble to prove that ois activities 
ere eiti-Liouist will be free to ect es he likes 
provided thet he decleres his reediness to join the 
Areb armies. 


The fongoing (pere. 6), does not mean that those Jews 
will not be submitted fo peregraphs 1 ind 2 of this lew. 


